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THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (ENGLAND) (CREMATORIA MERCURY EMISSIONS BURDEN SHARING CERTIFICATION) DIRECTION 2013

On the 1st August 2013 THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (ENGLAND) (CREMATORIA MERCURY EMISSIONS BURDEN SHARING CERTIFICATION) DIRECTION 2013 came into force.

The direction was the result of campaigning by CAMEO on behalf of the sector to have the 50% baseline for calculating abatement amended. Consultation with the sector had indicated that the overwhelming majority felt that a baseline based on the cremations which took place during 2003 should be replaced with a floating baseline using the most up to date statistical data.

The Direction has made this possible, and the baseline for trading will be based on 50% of the cremations undertaken in the previous calendar year. 

The new Direction requires the operator to send the regulator, by no later than 1st April each year, a certificate issued by CAMEO or appropriate evidence from a comparable audited burden sharing scheme which specifies:

1. The total number of cremations in the previous 12 months

2. The number of cremations undertaken in the previous 12 months in cremators fitted with operational mercury abatement equipment, or

3. The proportion of cremations undertaken in the previous 12 months subject to burden sharing arrangements under which money is paid for the benefit of abated crematoria. 

4. In cases where operational mercury abatement equipment is fitted but fewer than 50% of cremations at the installation were undertaken in cremators fitted with such equipment in the previous 12 months, the relevant information in both 2 and 3.

5. The totals must exclude those cremations involving stillbirths, perinatal deaths, and deaths of infants under 5 years old.

Based on the information supplied by participants CAMEO will supply the certificate required by the regulator in the format set out by the Direction.  

Brendan Day

CAMEO Manager
